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standpoint which they represent is more generally understood now than 
when they were written. There are in these earliest writings the same ele- 
ments of permanent interest, — sound scholarship, breadth of view, clear- 
ness of thought and expression, — which mark Professor Pringle-Pattison's 
more recent publications. As both the volumes in which these essays origi- 
nally appeared have been for some time out of print, their republication 
in the present work will fortunately serve to make them known to a new 
generation of readers. J. E. C. 

The Aims and Achievements of Scientific Method : An Epistemological 
Essay. By T. Percy Nunn. London, Macmillan & Co., 1907. — pp. 
x, 144. 

This little book is an expansion of a paper bearing the same title which 
was read before the Aristotelian Society of London in 1906, and published 
in their proceedings for the same year (Vol. VI, N. S.). In its present 
form, it was presented to the University of London as a thesis for the 
degree of Doctor of Science. 

As a clear and compendious statement of some of the main positions of 
the * New Realism,' Dr. Nunn's book may be heartily recommended. He 
himself acknowledges that he owes the essential features of his doctrine to 
the work of Mr. G. E. Moore and Mr. Bertrand Russell. ' ' The essence of 
the doctrine is the view that a large part of the contents of our conscious- 
ness from moment to moment consists of elements which exhibit them- 
selves as having a certain unique * priority ' to our conscious processes. 
These elements constitute what I have described as the objective. The 
aim of the scientific process as it occurs in the individual is to render the 
objective in its actual determinations intelligible" (p. 142). Along with 
this realistic doctrine, and as contributing to its elucidation and support, 
Dr. Nunn discusses the development of some of the fundamental concep- 
tions and hypotheses of physical science, analyzing the functions which 
they fulfil in making the objective intelligible. Perhaps the most striking 
result of the discussion is the conclusion, which is maintained against both 
Mach and the Pragmatists, that there is a complete break between judg- 
ments which deal with primary facts alone and ' scientific ' judgments 
which are all secondary constructions of facts. 

Dr. Nunn's essay is a sound and careful piece of work. Although its 
brief compass made impossible any detailed discussion of the problems in- 
volved, the outline presented in the different sections is clear and precise 
in statement. J. E. C. 

The World Machine. The First Phase : The Cosmic Mechanism. By 
Carl Snyder. London, New York, Bombay, and Calcutta, Longmans, 
Green, & Co., 1907. — pp. xvi, 488. 

This is the first of three proposed volumes on the same general theme, 
the sub-titles of the other two to be, The Mechanism of Life, and The Social 



